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HOW TO SELECT A  

PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE 

 CONTRACTOR 

 Hire a NARI contractor. 

 Check to see if the contractor 

belongs to at least one profes-

sional organization and is active 

in that organization (such as 

their local Chamber of Com-

merce). 

 Contact the contractor’s insur-

ance agent and get a copy of 
their Certificate of Insurance.  

Make sure they have at least the 
minimum required General 

Liability and Workmen’s Com-

pensation Insurance. 

 Be sure you are comparing ap-
ples to apples, in other words 

that all of the contractors bid-

ding on your work are bidding 
on the same scope and quality of 

work.  Be sure to ask for clarity. 

 CALL REFERENCES! 

 V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t           

www.R-WConstruction.com for 
more information on these 

points. 

SPRING 2009 

shower head can save a family of 

four approximately 25,000 gal-

lons per year. 

Faucets with low-aerators deliver 

up to 45% water savings over 

traditional 2.75 gallons per min-

ute faucets. 

Many products are available and 

don’t require a change in your 

lifestyle. 

Go to the EPA website, 

www.epa.gov/watersense to 

learn much more on how you 

can become water efficient with 

WaterSense. 

WaterSense, a partnership 

program sponsored by the 

EPA, makes it easy for Ameri-

cans to save water and protect 

the environment.  By looking 

for the WaterSense label, you 

know you are choosing quality, 

water-efficient products. 

For example, toilets that flush 

1.28 gallons or less compared 

to a 3.5 gallon toilet, can save 

up to 16,500 gallons of water 

per fixture per year.  Dual-flush 

toilets use 1.6 gallons per flush 

or 0.8 gallons per flush depend-

ing on which flush is used.  

This can save as much as 6,000 

gallons of water annually over a 

traditional toilet. 

Low-flow showerheads and 

hand showers that use 2.0 gal-

lons per minute or less can de-

liver a water savings of 35% 

over a traditional 2.75 gallon 

per minute showerhead or hand 

shower.  Replacing a standard 

shower head with a low-flow 

VOLUNTEER CORNER:  CARY GROVE NEIGHBORHOOD LIFE 

Cary Grove Neighborhood 

Life  (CGNL) is a not-for-

profit, faith-based partner-

ship of five local churches 

and several organizations 

with a mission to connect 

people who live in Cary and 

Fox River Grove, to build 

relationships by spending 

time together, serving to-

gether and to help neighbors 

or other people in need. 

With groups like Love Your  

Neighbor (helps single moth-

ers and families in need of 

urgent home repairs but un-

able to pay), Senior Connec-

tion (help seniors with yard 

work, offer a ride to the store 

or doctor's office, or just visit 

w i t h  t h e m ) ,  E C H O 

(volunteers pray, support and 

raise awareness for local 

ophans), and more, this or-

ganization is a win/win group 

of volunteers and donors who 

are reaching out to their  

neighbors and community to 

make sure their needs are met.  

Please visit their website at 

www.CaryGrove.org to learn 

more, whether it be to plug 

into volunteer opportunities, to 

find out how you can donate 

or to learn how to start a simi-

lar group in your own commu-

nity. 

Just imagine the ripples . . . 

R & W Construction, Custom Home Remodeling, Inc. 

Spring News 

IT MAKES SENSE TO USE WATERSENSE! 

THE GIVING GARDEN 

How many times have you 

planted a vegetable garden 

with such grand plans for the 

phenomenal meals you are 

going to make with them only 

to find your harvest far more 

abundant than you could pos-

sibly use.  You donôt want 

this food to go to waste but  

your friends have their own 

excess to deal with.  Enter The 

Daily Heraldôs Giving Garden 

program.  Donors take their 

surplus produce to local food 

pantries, soup kitchens and 

group homes. 

     Visit www.dailyherald.com 

and scroll down to the Giving 

Garden logo and click on it to 

read a hoard of great stories 

and to find a drop off site near 

you.  Plant abundantly and 

share the overflow! 



Times are shaky, there is absolutely no de-

nying that, but we all have to keep forging 

ahead and doing the best we can at our jobs, 

believing that better times are in the not too 

distant future.   

For R & W, it has meant that the competi-

tion has gotten fiercer with builders and out- 

Visit the Natural Gardens in 
St. Charles for fabulous garden-

ing ideas and classes and to 
purchase your native plants. 

www.thenaturalgardeninc.com 

PAULA DEENõS GOOEY TOFFEE BUTTER CAKE 

(PURE DECADENCE!) 

Ingredients: 

Cake: 
1 18.25 oz. box yellow cake mix 

1 egg 
1 stick butter, melted 

Filling: 
1 8oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened 

2 Eggs 

1 tsp. pure vanilla extract 
1 16 oz. box confectioners’ sugar 

1 stick butter, melted 
1 cup almond toffee bits or chocolate toffee bits 

Instructions: 

 Preheat oven to 350.  Lightly grease a 13x9x2

-inch baking pan. 

 In the bowl of an electric mixer, combine cake mix, egg, and 

butter and mix well.  Pat into the bottom of prepared pan 
and set aside. 

 Still using an electric mixer, beat cream cheese until smooth; 
add eggs and vanilla.  Dump in confectioners’ sugar and 

beat well.  Reduce speed of mixer and slowly pour in but-

ter.  Mix well. Fold in toffee bits. 

 Pour filling onto cake mixture and spread evenly.  Bake for 

40 to 50 minutes.  Don’t be afraid to make a judgment call 
on the cooking time, because oven temperatures can 

vary.  You want the center to be a little gooey, so don’t bake 
it past that point! 

 Remove from oven and allow to cool completely.  Cut into 

squares.  Just remember that these wonderful cakes are very, 
very rich, and a little will go a long way. 

DONõT BECOME A VICTIM OF THE ECONOMY! 

SPRING HOME MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE 

Learn more about 
NARI at their website 

www.NARI.org 

With snow still on the ground, 
it’s hard to really believe that 

Spring is right around the cor-
ner, but it’s the end of Winter in 

Chicagoland and anything is to 

be expected, right?  That being 
said, you don’t want to be 

caught off guard when Spring is 
finally here.  You want to make 

sure you conduct your annual 
Spring Home Maintenance 

chores in a timely manner. 

 
While more comprehensive 

seasonal lists are on our website, 
www.R-WConstruction.com, I 

wanted to give you a short list of  
items to get you started: 

 

 Don’t forget to change the 

batteries in your smoke detec-
tors and CO detectors when 

we “spring ahead” with the 
time change on Sunday, 

March 8th. 

 Remove coverings and debris 

from around your air condi-
tioner and have it checked

     and professionally cleaned. 

 Make sure the sump pump 

is in working order and that 

the pit is free of debris. 

 Remove debris from down-

spouts and gutters and gut-
ter extensions. 

 Remove early signs of bird 

nests or wasp/hornet nests 
from around the exterior of 

the house. 

 Check deck boards for dam-

age and set any protruding

     nails. 

 Check window and door 

screens and have repaired. 

 

Your home is most likely your 
most valuable asset.  It is impor-

tant to make sure it’s in good, 
safe  operating condition. 

 
And, as always, if R & W    

Construction can help you with 

any of your maintenance items, 
be sure to call.  No job is too big 

or too small! 

 

                               

 

nightmare for the customer with unexpected 

changes in costs or schedule that can create 

quite the headache or even disaster. 

Finding a reliable, reputable, experienced 

remodeling contractor to have a relationship 

with will give you one less thing to stress over 

in these uncertain times. 

of-work carpenters trying their hand at the 

remodeling industry.  While some of them  

are good at the craft, are they good at the 

business of proper estimating and job 

scheduling?  Are they educated in what is 

involved in remodeling existing structures?  

Those surprises can be unbelievable!  An 

inexperienced tradesperson can create a 

RANDY & WENDY ARE CERTIFIED REMODELERS, BUT WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 

Randy & Wendy became Certified 
Remodelers through NARI (The 

National Association of the Remod-
eling Industry).  After their business 

received an acceptable review by the 

NARI Certification Board by pro-
viding an outline detailing every 

aspect of their business and experi-
ence, they committed to an inten-

sive study on a broad range of criti- 

cal industry issues.  This formal 
study group was a 12-week class that 

culminated in an 8 hour exam cover-
ing critical subject areas including 

sound business management prac-

tices and knowledge of building 
codes and construction law. 

 
Now certified, Randy & Wendy 

must meet annual recertification 
requirements including continuing  

education and participation in industry 
related programs and volunteer oppor-

tunities. 
 

Randy is a Certified Kitchen & Bath 

Remodeler and both are Certified Re-
modelers. 

 
Hire a NARI certified contractor and 

know you’re hiring the best! 

Randy & Wendy Franz  

Certified Remodelers                                                                                                                      

www.R -WConstruction.com                                                                                                                            

(847) 639-7402 

rfranz@ameritech.net 


